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Life Sciences Industry Essentials: From Innovation to Commercialization
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Dr. Michal Izrael

Cell-biologist and neuroscientist with over 18 years of industry experience, specializing in
innovative cell-based therapies and regenerative medicine. Passionate about translating
groundbreaking scientific discoveries into real-world treatments. As the inventor of AstroRx®,
a pioneering cell therapy for ALS, I led its progression from concept to a first-in-human clinical
trial, securing FDA IND approval for further clinical studies. With over 25 scientific
publications and multiple patents, my expertise spans preclinical efficacy and safety studies,
GMP-compliant cell manufacturing, clinical trial management, and regulatory submissions
(IND, IMPD, CP, IB). Currently, I am the founder and CEO of Leverage Bio Ltd., developing
innovative therapeutic solutions for Alzheimer’s disease and other age-related diseases.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/michal-izrael-396a1b38/

Dr. Dror Melamed

Over 25 years of experience in senior executive management roles within the
biopharmaceutical industry, with extensive expertise in technology, operations, startup creation,
and corporate development.

Successfully led the development of a diverse portfolio of biologics, including over 10
biosimilars, advanced generics, and innovative biologics, managing all phases from discovery
to commercialization across various markets, including manufacturing processes and
technology transfer. Currently serves as the CEO of Tarom Innovative Technologies Ltd., a
private venture studio specializing in life sciences, and CEO of MetaboCure, a
biopharmaceutical company developing mRNA-based biopharmaceuticals for metabolic
disorders.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dror-melamed/
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